High calcitonin levels in unconscious polytrauma patients.
We measured levels of calcitonin and other markers of calcium and phosphorus metabolism in both unconscious and conscious patients after multiple trauma. We found dramatic increases in calcitonin levels in unconscious patients, and smaller increases in conscious patients. In two cases, very high levels, more than 100 x normal, appeared to be related to more rapid healing of bone. Calcitonin levels were highest immediately after admission and decreased over the ensuing two weeks. The possible relationship between unconsciousness and the increased rate of healing of fractures is discussed.